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— For Wetlands 


MORE THAN 135 MILLION PEOPLE PARTICIPATE IN WILDLIFE- 
ORIENTED ACTIVITIES. 


For more information on how you can help the North 
American Waterfowl Management Plan protect our 
wetland resources, write: 


©Ducks Unlimited, Inc. 


Glenn D. Chambers 


U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish & Wildlife Service 
Arlington Square-NAWMP. 
1849 C St N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 


THE DAWNING OF A NEW DAY FOR WATERFOWL. 


There are some very special places 
Where time stands still, 
And waterfowl! wings whistle 
In the half-light before dawn. 


Environment Canada 
CWS-NAWMP Implementation Branch 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A-OH3 


To insure that such places are preserved for future generations, the United States and Canada have joined in an unprecedented 


effort to preserve wetland habitat and restore waterfowl populations. Much has been accomplished; much remains to be done. North American Waterfc wl 


Management Plan 


LN 


At stake is North America’s wetland and waterfowl heritage. 


PINTAIL Cover Photo by Scott Nielsen/©Ducks Unlimited, Inc. 


SCAUP 


project, protecting a major staging area for ducks and 
geese, is now well underway — using a combination 
of land purchases and water conservation practices on 
private land. 


Eastern Habitat: This Joint Venture covers all or por- 
tions of the Canadian Provinces of Ontario, Quebec 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, 
and Newfoundland. Over 617,000 acres (250,000 ha) 
of important wetlands and coastal habitat are current- 
ly scheduled to be enhanced or restored under the Plan, 
and landowner incentives will affect the management 
of an additional 3,950,000 acres (1,600,000 ha) of 
land. Land acquisition began in 1989 for Ontario's 
Matchedash Bay Project, designed to protect a critical 
waterfowl staging area now threatened by de 
velopment. 


Prairie Pothole: Legacy of the last glacier, the numer- 
ous wetland basins of the Dakotas, lowa, Minnesota, 
and Montana provide the most important waterfowl 
nesting habitat in the “Lower 48.’’ Over half the wet- 
lands that once existed in this area have been lost to 
agricultural drainage. The NAWMP seeks to protect and 
enhance over 1.1 million acres (about 500,000 ha) of 
wetlands and adjacent uplands here. The Lake Thomp- 
son project in South Dakota is well underway, and in- 
volves protection and private habitat improvement 
programs throughout a 500-square mile (1,400 square 
kilometers) watershed. Similar activities have been in- 
itiated at the Chase Lake Project in North Dakota, and 
other key projects are underway in adjacent states. 


Lower Mississippi: Covering portions of ten states, this 
Joint Venture seeks to provide protection for forested 
wetlands, more than 80% of which have been drained 
and cleared for agriculture or urban development. 
Some 300,000 acres (about 120,000 ha) of forested 
wetlands, especially important for wintering mallards 
and wood ducks, will be preserved. The Lower Mis- 
sissippi has been one of the most complex Joint Ven- 
tures to date, with major land protection projects 
underway along the Mississippi River and its tributaries. 


WETLANDS ARE THE MOST PRODUCTIVE ECOSYSTEMS ON THE CONTINENT. 


California Central Valley: Previous habitat loss in this 
Joint Venture has been very severe, with 95% of the 
original wetlands lost, mostly through agricultural 
drainage. Sixty percent of the ducks, geese, swans, and 
millions of shorebirds of the Pacific flyway crowd into 
the scant 280,000 acres (over 110,000 ha) that remain 
Plans call for the creation of 120,000 acres (about 
50,000 ha) of new wetlands on marginal farmland, and 
nearly 750,000 acres (300,000 ha) of wetland enhance- 
ment on public and private lands. In addition to pur- 
chasing wetlands, the NAWMP has utilized incentive 
programs for private landowners in this area. Programs 
that provide for reflooding of grainfields after harvest, 
for example, are increasing the acreage of land availa- 
ble for wintering birds. 


Prairie Habitat 


Prairie Pothole 


Central Valley 


1991-95 
Joint Ventures 


Lower Great Lakes/St. Lawrence Basin; With empha- 
sis on restoring black duck populations, this Joint Ven- 
ture will concentrate on wetlands surrounding the 
Great Lakes and adjacent to the St. Lawrence River Ba- 
sin. Plans call for protection and enhancement of 
10,000 acres (4,000 ha) in the U.S. including the ac- 
quisition of black duck breeding habitat in New York's 
Adirondack Mountains. A major purchase of important 
marshland in the Saginaw Bay area of Lake Huron has 
been completed. 


Atlantic Coast: Reaching from Maine to South Caro- 
lina, this area provides vital breeding, migration and 
wintering habitat for most species of waterfowl and 


Eastern Habitat 


Lower Great Lakes/ 
‘St. Lawrence Basin 


Atlantic Coast 


PRESENT AND FUTURE JOINT VENTURES 


Playa Lakes: Newest of the Joint Ventures, established 
in 1989, Playa Lakes will seek to protect geologically- 
unique playa wetland basins found in Texas, New Mex- 
ico, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Colorado. The Plan will 
seek to protect at least 40 functional habitat units, con- 
sisting of playa wetlands and associated uplands, each 
capable of accommodating 100,000 ducks and geese. 


John Lokemoen 


Future Joint Ventures: Planning is underway for Joint 
Ventures in the Intermountain West, Great Plains, Pa- 
cific Coast, Rainwater Basin, Upper Mississippi River- 
Great Lakes, and other areas. For example, the Pacific 
Coast Joint Venture will focus on 300,000 acres 
(120,000 ha) of wetland habitat from the northern coast 
of British Columbia to northern California. This area 
is vital for breeding and wintering waterfowl, shore- 
birds, eagles, and many mammal and fish species. This 
Joint Venture will be the first truly international cooper- 
ative habitat effort under the NAWMP. 


WATERFOWL HUNTING IS A MULTI-BILLION DOLLAR 
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY. 


©Ducks Unlimited, Inc 


Glenn D. Chambersi 


CANADA GEESE 


shorebirds. A total of 60,000 acres (25,000 ha) of 
coastal and intercoastal wetlands will be protected as 
this Joint Venture is carried out. As part of this effort, 
in 1989 the Cape May National Wildlife Refuge was 
established on the New Jersey coast, providing protec- 
tion for crucial shorebird and raptor habitat. An exten- 
sive new project is underway in the ACE Basin of South 
Carolina. 


Gulf Coast: Stretching along the Gulf of Mexico from 
Texas to Alabama, this area provides essential winter- 
ing habitat for nearly 400,000 geese, and almost a 
fourth of all dabbling ducks. Plans call for protecting 
at least 386,000 acres (155,000 ha) of this vital habitat, 
with major projects underway in Joint Venture states 


PIPING PLOVER 


BOTH RECREATIONAL USERS AND FISH BENEFIT FROM 
WETLANDS. 


The North American Waterfowl Management Plan 
and its Joint Ventures are broad partnerships among 
governments, agencies, organizations, corporations, 
and individuals who care about our wetlands and 
waterfowl heritage. You can support Plan efforts by get- 
ting involved in a Joint Venture, being active in local 
and national decision-making processes, or contribut- 
ing to conservation organizations and foundations 
which support Plan efforts. Together, we must all do 
our part to manage wisely our waterfowl and wetland 
resources so as to preserve the heritage of whistling 
wings for future generations. Join us in a partnership 
for wetlands. 


Ducks Unlimited, Inc. 
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